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How can we improve

Water Quality
in the Deschutes Basin?

Partners are collaborating in the basin to address 
water quality issues, but there’s a lot of work to do. 
This graphic shows current and potential influences on water 
quality, how they impact water quality, and metrics to track these 
issues. Importantly—it illustrates what support is most needed 
and where it might be most impactful. We recognize that  
climate change affects Deschutes Basin water quality, but  
we focused this graphic on local influences and impacts  
to water quality to prompt on the ground solutions.

Upper Deschutes River

Most Needed: Flow Restoration, Planning, Outreach & Coordination. Moderately Needed: Habitat Improvement, 
Monitoring, Nutrient Reduction, Funding.
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Crooked River

Most needed: Monitoring, Habitat Improvement, Funding, Planning, 
Outreach & Coordination, Nutrient Reduction, Flow Restoration.
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Metolius River

Moderately Needed: Planning, Outreach & Coordination, Habitat Improvement, Monitoring. 
Least needed: Nutrient Reduction, Funding, Flow Restoration.
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Lake Billy Chinook

Most needed: Monitoring, Nutrient Reduction, Funding. Moderately Needed: Planning, 
Outreach & Coordination. Least needed: Habitat Improvement,  Flow Restoration.
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Lake Simtustus

Most needed: Funding, Nutrient Reduction. Moderately needed: Monitoring, Planning, Outreach 
& Coordination. Least needed: Habitat Improvement, Flow Restoration.
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Lower Deschutes River

Most needed: Funding, Monitoring, Planning, Outreach & Coordination. Moderately needed: 
Habitat Improvement, Nutrient Reduction. Least needed: Flow Restoration.
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CURRENT Sources of

SUPPORT
The Pelton Round Butte 
Fish Committee including 
PGE, CTWS-BNR, DEQ, ODFW, 
USFS, TU and NFS, created 
this graphic to holistically 
summarize water quality in 
the basin. 

To contact any member of  
the Fish Committee, email  
deschutes.passage@pgn.com 
Visit prbfishcommittee.com 
to learn more.
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supporting agencies & ORGANIZATIONS
BLM Bureau of Land Management
CRWC Crooked River Watershed Council
CRWQP Crooked River Water Quality Partnership 
CTWS Confederated Tribes of Warm Springs
DBWC Deschutes Basin Water Collaborative
DLT Deschutes Land Trust
DEQ Department of Environmental Quality
DRC Deschutes River Conservancy
MDWC Middle Deschutes Watershed Council 
NFS Native Fish Society
NRCS Natural Resources Conservation Service
ODA Oregon Department of Agriculture
ODFW Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife
OWEB Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
OWRD Oregon Water Resources Department
PGE Portland General Electric
TU Trout Unlimited
UDWC Upper Deschutes Watershed Council
USFS United States Forest Service
USGS United States Geological Survey

https://www.deschutesriver.org/about-us/partnerships/
https://www.upperdeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/monitoring/
https://www.crwc.info/projects
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/Pages/WQ-Monitoring.aspx
https://portlandgeneral.com/about/rec-fish/deschutes-river/water-quality
https://www.middledeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/monitoring
https://warmsprings-nsn.gov/program/water-soil-department/
https://www.usgs.gov/unified-interior-regions/region-9?qt-regions_l2_landing_page_tabs=2#qt-regions_l2_landing_page_tabs
https://www.oregon.gov/oda/programs/landwater/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.fs.usda.gov/managing-land/natural-resources
https://www.deschuteslandtrust.org/about-us/our-work
https://www.upperdeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/restoration/
https://www.crwc.info/projects
https://www.dfw.state.or.us/fish/programs.asp
https://www.fs.fed.us/restoration/
https://www.tu.org/conservation/conservation-areas/
https://www.middledeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/restoration
https://warmsprings-nsn.gov/tribal-programs/natural-resources/
https://www.blm.gov/oregon-washington
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/programs/financial/
https://portlandgeneral.com/about/rec-fish/deschutes-river/restoring-deschutes-habitats/pacific-lamprey-fund
https://www.oregon.gov/oweb/grants/Pages/fips.aspx
https://warmsprings-nsn.gov/program/finance/
https://www.oregon.gov/owrd/programs/FundingOpportunities/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.oregon.gov/deq/wq/cwsrf/Pages/default.aspx
https://dbbcirrigation.com/investing-in-rural-infrastructure/
https://www.coic.org/dbwc/
https://www.deschutesriver.org/programs-&-tools/water-management-planning-&-monitoring/
http://www.deschutespartnership.org/accomplishments/crooked-river/
https://portlandgeneral.com/about/rec-fish/deschutes-river
https://warmsprings-nsn.gov/tribal-programs/natural-resources/
https://www.crwc.info/projects
https://www.middledeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/education
https://www.upperdeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/education/
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=9cee1a8b865140d5b71253975fb7fe6d
https://dbbcirrigation.com/dbbc-projects/deschutes-basin-habitat-conservation-plan/
https://www.crwc.info/projects
http://www.deschutespartnership.org/accomplishments/crooked-river/
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/npm/
https://www.middledeschuteswatershedcouncil.org/restoration
https://geo.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=9cee1a8b865140d5b71253975fb7fe6d
https://dbbcirrigation.com/dbbc-projects/
https://www.deschutesriver.org/about-us/streamflow-restoration/
http://dbbcirrigation.com/dbbc-projects/conservation-projects/



